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Course Description:  
Law and Debate primarily focuses on contemporary themes through the lens of sociology, political science, and economics.  While the subject matter is broad in its choice of topics and scope, students will focus on very specific contemporary systems and cultural beliefs in a series of different units.  The goal of the class is to create an opportunity for an application of the social sciences rather than a mere study of them.  
Students are required to read, watch, and listen to different media in order to find reliable information to create an intellectual and well-informed opinion about several contemporary topics.  Students will explore and analyze new subject matters, and learn to respect others’ opinions on those matters while developing their own.
Course Objectives:
By the end of the course, students should be able to:
1. Identify bias in different media.
2. Perform research in order to write and support an original thesis.
3. Debate different subjects by creating logical arguments and understanding multiple points-of-view.
4. Respect others’ views.
5. Understand the process to influence national, state, and local government.
6. Feel comfortable in their lifelong pursuit of understanding issues throughout the world.
7. Understand the complexities of international systems that continue to develop while considering national needs and international needs
8. Recognize the micro and macro complexities of the world around them.
Rules and Expectations:
1. The class is based on sharing ideas.  Students should refrain from talking while their fellow classmates and teacher are speaking because it is disrespectful to those sharing their thoughts.
2. If you miss a class, you are responsible for the information.  If an assignment was due on the day you had an excused absence, you must turn it in the next class period.  If your assignment is not turned in when the assignment is asked for by me, it is late.  Late assignments are:
· One day late = 10% off
· Two days late or more = 50% off
· Papers are to be turned in by hand.  Not email unless otherwise directed.  If emailed, you still need to hand in a paper copy.  
3. Devices Expectations and Consequences:
A. Devices must be put in the bag and/or off of the table unless I have given permission for devices to be out. Any device being used WITHOUT permission will be taken up. The next time that device is being used WITHOUT permission that student will be given a discipline referral. 
a. Also, students are not allowed to have their backpack or bag on the table with their phone behind their backpack or bag. If I see your eyes down when they should be on me, I WILL ASSUME YOU ARE ON YOUR PHONE!
B. When permission is given for devices to be out, devices must always be logged on to the BOE network.
C. Only school related searches and uses are allowed.
3. Inappropriate language is not allowed to be used in class because we are developing skills that will excel us after high school.  If unsure of what that language is considered, ask me.
4. Students should pride themselves on their character, and cheating is the theft of ideas and lying of our students to our faculty.  I consider cheating:
· The copying of answers from other students’ assignments (working together and copying another’s ideas word-for-word are two different ideas).
· Using another’s work, and claiming it as your own thoughts (plagiarism).
5. Refer to the student handbook about school rules as a whole.
Remember: While these rules are universal, every student is different.  Teachers may apply them differently from time to time.  Don’t worry about other students except for yourself, and if you have a problem with my application of the rules, speak with me about the situation.  If there continues to be a problem, discuss the situation with your administrators.  Rules exist so that each student can get the most enriching experience.
Generative Artificial Intelligence Statement

This course will allow—in some cases, even encourage—the use of generative artificial intelligence (GAI) techniques in some assignments. Unless otherwise indicated, the default is that this kind of use is prohibited. GAI use must be recognized and referenced. Academic misconduct will be the result of breaking this policy and could result in loss of credit for the assignment(s) as referenced in the cheating policy in the Saraland City Schools’ Student Handbook. It is the student's responsibility to follow the requirements of each course or assignment.

Grading:
Each assignment will be given a designated number of points.  Your grade is the sum of your scores divided by possible points.
100-90 = A 
89-80 = B
79-70 = C
69-60 = D
59 and under = F
Grading is based on accuracy, punctuality, and reliability. Assignments must be accurate when it is not an opinion question. Assignments must be turned in at the due time unless previous arrangements have been made with Coach Brown. If an assignment or task is opinion based, you will still be required to provide reliable sources to defend your opinion. 
Saraland High School will abide by any and all state and local health agencies directives. 
Weekly Schedule 
Monday 
1) Student CNN
2) Find two reliable sources on weekly topic
3) Email/Submit sources to Coach Brown
Tuesday 
1) Student CNN
2) Answer Introductory Questions
3) Cite Sources
Wednesday 
1) Student CNN
2) Answer Research Questions
3) Cite Sources
Thursday 
1) Student CNN
2) “Like Minds” Group Discussion
Friday 
1) Student CNN
2) Debate

